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SIURMY POLITICAL FIGHT THAT SHAKES STATE

Picturesque Successor to Ben
Tilman Charged with
Deep Corruption

(CCOLLUMBIA, 8, ¢
“irce Ben Tillman
war marshalling the “hill billics™ nnl
the “wool hat bovs” for a victorious
ar ault on the aristorratic regime
which had ruled the State ever since
i* was g colony Las South Carolina un
dergone such a stormy political cam-
paign as is now being fought for tis
Dd'mocratiec nomination for Governor

Gov. Coleman .. Blease, who is ¢los-
ing his first term, is a candida‘e tor
renomination, which of course is eqni
valent to an election. and he is oppns-
ed by Judge Ira B. Jones, former
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
who resigned from the hen~h for the
express purpose of saving the State
from what Judge Jones caltls the “di:-.
grace of Bleaseism.” Jones «]iims
that he does not want to he Governor.
Lut is making the race solely for the
p.rpose of ridding South Carolina of
the most scandalous admini tration
since the era of reconstruction tha®
followed the civil war.

Blease an1 Jones are stumring the
Sfate and are denouncing euch other
in terms that continually threaten to
result in a personal encounter, Blease
has the advantage of Jones when it
comes to the bandying of epithets, ani
reveral times - has (o0 enraged the
Judge that the latter has tried to re.
sort to physital weapons., but sn far
the pence officers have succeeded in
nreventing blows or shots.

Fiaghts at Debates.

But while Blease and Jones Lave
been kept from fighting go far. it has
been found imporsible to restrain thei-
partisans, and two men have heen
sbbot and several badly beaten up a-
a result of melees that have occurref
at ioint debates.

Blease is a product of the old dis.
/pensary gystem which was foetang!’
‘upon South Carolina by Ben Tiliman
when he was“Gnvernor and which has
been more prolific of scandal ani
graft in a few vear: than ull the nne~
barrooms that have existed since th-
colony of South Carolina was foun.
ed.

As a member of the
Blease was hand in g'ave wi'h
commision whi~h ran the disrensary
svetem and it is charead that he gharm
e the rich rebateg which“the whols
rale lionor houses were forced tn nov
to memberr- of the commission on pu
chares of Monor for the dispensary.
Dicoensary Scandal.

The digpensarv scandal hecame o«
rotorious that the State derided t~
pholish the commission and go ont of
the llguor Kuginess. Tn winding vn the
paire of the Aispen =2ry the ovidence
nf corruption was so anparent that thr
Riate entered snit to recover from
wholegale llouor honges in varlong eit-
fer Jarge sums allered tn have heesn
nald as rebates. Thomeg T, Falder,
prominent attornev of At'anta, we-o
rmnloved by South Carolina to ‘poee
thege suit? and he succeeded in recov
cving large monte for the Strote,

Incidentally Felder., who took the
cuits on 4 entingent basis. raked off
rearly $150000 for himsell.

In all these =uitr the name of Bles=e
then a State Senator; Hub Evans an?
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twenty vears ago
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who had been prominent
nembers of the Tillman factlen fizur-
G It was charged thar all af th e
Vad grafted while the

eI in foree SNeverae!
prosecutions were bronzht ace
aileged crafters, bhut no one W s
victed

It is diffi~ult to get nries tn convic!
in South ("arollna in any case whers
liuor is involved
Whooped 'Er Ug.

In epite of thess revelations [lieogn
rin for an'!
he won, although he was onpo=ed b
every newspaper in the State hut ta)
#nd the charges against him were | 'a-
cerded evervwhere, llease won I
whooning up the hillhillie= and mak.
ing the “wonl hat hovs™ helieve that
the "aristoerats”™ of South (‘arolina
hated him because he was the “‘frien?
o/ the common people.”

After Blease was inanenreted g:
Governor Le started ont to punish his
eremieg and geward his fr':--n-fr-'_:':ta
aico, it is charged. to make the offico
2 source of revenue, .

At the outset of his administration
he began issuing pardons on a srale
never before known in the Sonth,

More than 400 pardons stand above
his sigznature up to date, and he has
warned the State constituency that he
will not stop issuing pardons upon
the same scale as long as he is Gov-
ernor, It isg charged that Blease re-
ceived large sume for many of the
pardons which he igsued.

Detective Burns Called In.

in cagting ahout for enemies to pun-
ish Dlease selected Attorney T. B.
Felder of Atianta, who had represent-
ed South Carolina in winding up the
affairs of the dispensary commission
and had recovered large gums for the
State.  Felder found the trail of
Blease™ in hir investigations and had
charced that the Governor while State
Senator was hand in glove with the
liquor grafters. Blea=e had warrants
sworn cut in South (Carolina against
Felder and tried to extradite him, but
the Governor of Georgia refused to
| honor Blease's requisition. To pro-
| teet himeself Felder hired Detective
| William J. Burns and told him to “'get
Blease.”

cther men

was

(B R

(:overnor twp vears »oc.

| The scandals abour Blease as Gov-
{ ernor became 80 notorious that the
| Legiglaiure appointed a eommittee to

probe the alleged sale of pardons and

grafting on “blind tigers." The com-

mittee heard many witnessed, hut did
‘nor strike muech “pay dirt" until it
| went to Augusta, ia., recently to
| hear the evidence about Gov. Rleras~
| which Detective Burns had gathered
. kor Attorney Felder Burns and his

men offered the committee a mass of
| evidence to show that Blease as Gov-
’ornor conducted a pardon brokeraze

business, accepted “protection’” money
| from the blind tigers and signed or
| vetoed raflroad legisiation which came
{ before him for consideration. Attor-
| ney Samuel J. Nicholls of Spartan-

- lburg, 8. ., was named as the agent

;of Gov. Blease in these transactions.
' Burns hhd used the dictagraph on
| Nicholls and the records of this in-
strument were read to the commit-
[ tee

! Gov. Blease promptly denounced the
| evidence as perjured. Nicholls ad-
| mitted that -he had dealt with Burns’
' men, but said that he was drunk, and

“H lIbillies™ and _"Wool Hats”
Gather To His Support
at Elgct_ion

that the dictagraph
vaporitigs of an intoxicared man.
Blease Impudent.

Many thought that
would put Blease out
for a second term and make yictory
certain for Judge Jones. But they
reckoned without the impudence of
Blease. He iz turning the revelations
to acceunt by proclaiming from every
stump that they are lies told by “aris-
tocrats” to discredit the man whom
the “eommon people” elected (Govern-
or. Some shrewd politicians are in-
clined to think that Blease has prof-
ited by the attacks on him. |

As to the character of campaigning
Bleare is doingz, his speech here re-
cently tvpical example. He ad-
dressed a conglomerate andience from |
the State House steps. The crowd
was drawn very largely by the expec-
tation that he would denounce T. B.
Fielder, William J. Burns and others
behind the charges of corruption re-
cently made against him. But hede-
liberately avoided them, except to de-
clare that “the subject of Tom Felder
is too indeeent to discuss before
ladies.” :

Attacking the cotton mill interests
in the State, Blease declared that he
would pay the fine or pardon any cot- .
ton mill worker who whips any man
threatening him about his vote.
Sample of His Speech,

This is the way Blease attaeks his
political enemies:

“Ir John Grahanr, who operates that
mill [referring to the hosiery mill in
the State penitentiary] were to die
tonight there is not enough coalsin
all the Clinchfield mine for the devil
to put on his dead body. :

“1'hat mill, operated hy a Yankee,'
who walks about the streetg in (Co-
lumbia, drinking his fine liquors, ig an
inecubator of tuberculosis and a dis-,
grace to civilization.”

Bleage's style of campaigning is nn-|
doubtedly effective. It is Imttr"rnodg
on the “pitchfork method” madr fa-!
imous by Ben. THlman and is popular,
with the electorate of South l‘amlina.i
Rlease s=avs tihat he will defeat Jones
in the primary of August 21, and many |
fear that his prediction will prove
true, | prohibitionist, but he introduced a|

RBlease’'s paramount political princi- | prohibition bill and saw it passed aft-|
ple, according to his own ver<ion, iS er the prohibition element had elected
to “stand® by his friends.” Ue Dbas, pim. Then he went over to the dis-|
made that principle of “sticking by ! pensary system. Judge Jones |
my friends at any cost” the ¢1y of , charges that as a member of that)
political campaign. dispensary purchasing committee his '

Blease from tie beginning of his ca- whole career was lined with distillery |
reer has mixed politics with his prac-:graft and that that graft is still going,
tice of the law. That is why Judge on, !
Jones is charging on the stump that| Since he has bebn State executive|
Rlease, elecied Governor of Soulhihe has been coniinlially warring wiLh]
Carolina, pardbned his old client,’ his department healls. All of them he |
Wash Hnnter, whom, as lawyer, he has told in effect that he was going
could not acgnit of a manslaughrer:m run South Carolina and that he
charge. That is why he is naw being ' must be consulted in every act by ev-
charged with representing as Stateery State head: from the' commission-
Senator the liquor interests in the dis- |er of agriculture to the Attorney Gen-l
pensary graft while his law partner,| eral,

Dominick, openly represented them as | Ostracized Socially.
their lawyer. Socially he has been virtually 08~ |
Etorm: Career. tracized and since ke has been Gov-|

As a South Carolina legislator|ernor the ancient functions which |

Blease had a stormy career. He told |bave graced the capital city of thel
- — -—— {State for years have been invariably
withcut the presence of eilther +the

recomds were the

the reve]atltms
of the running

is a

—

| THES

Governor or his wife. Mrs. Blease,!

.-1. e
J |
| charming woman. and she is said to|
| feel most keenly the social ostracism!

ALT MCDOUGALL - isted won the Gmvermar, L

who wag a Miss Lillian Simmons, of
an old South Carolina family, is a

~ +PERPETRATED BY

| Blease is a native of Newberry, S,

(. He came of good parentage, and
though he was a bit bombastic in the
schools there and used to bully some
| of the smaller bhoys, nobody ever!
ilhnught anything about it and nothing|
1serimxs cropped out in his youth's ca-|
| reer until he was just about to grad-|
{uate from the South Carolina univer-
'[sit_v.

| He was a promment student and!
| was a leader in the university debhat-!
‘ing societies. When about to gradu-|
i ate Blease was a competitor in an|
| oratorical contest. He delivered a|
| zreat oration and was awarded first|
| prize. They gave him a gold medal
lamid great cheering, but it was after-|

THE BEDROOM | |

ward proved that the wonderful ora-
! tion Rlease had spoken was not
| Blease's at all, but had Dbeen almost
hodily stolen from a speech by one of
"the most gifted statesmen in America.
. Blease was expelled from the univer-!
'sity and with that scandal hanging
over him began to practise law and
Cpolitics.

Bl'ease a Popular Campaigner.

| Blease wears the long frock coat
[ and the wide slouch hat of the near
'statesman and the high standing col-
Il;n' of the vintage nf 1586,

He takes a drink with anvbody who

[ eomes along and uapon visits  to the
| small towns he will strike an attitude
[in front of the villaze hotel and en-
tertain a semi-circle of idlers with lo-
quacious answers ta all the questions
that mayv be asked him, barring none,
replete with profane and abusive ref-
crences to people who have eriticised
Cor opposed him
————

RUBBER GROWING IN
FEDERATED MALAY STATES.
It anpears from.the report of rthe
Ilirector of Agricultire thar the land
orened tor rmbber in the Federated

Nl

Neaali

THE KITCHEN _

Malayv States durinz 1911 reached the
enormons total of 107.200 a~res, whirh
i= more than doutie that opened dnr-
ing 1910, The largest increase was in
Perak. with 46,741 acres. The rubber
outpute for 1911 wa: 1.500.6817 pounds,
an increase of a!out 75 per cent over
1910, Had it not heen for the droucht
tlere is everv reason ton snppose that
the 1910 onrpit world have heen don-
bied. The acreage producing in the
Federated Malav States at the end of
the vear gives an anprovximate vield
Jer acre of 200 pounis. The acreage
nroducing this was 105,633, —Consular |
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_INTERCHANCFEABLE

| Reports.

“the I|p-(][1|t-" frankly that he v-‘a;:nt al WORLB;SEL—”;PLY__

| gsurplus generally 20es to westein

I ot Pritish

| or “rlunzer” dating machine It is staf-
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Remember these two things:

Our 65c Fiction :and
" Our Circulating Libr

We have just received a large shipment

of the 65c Fiction

The Crossroads

Limited

- Young Hotel Building

-

.CORN OVER FOUR
BILLION BUSHELS

NEW YORK, Aug. 5.—A good corn
crop nowadays for the leading pro-|
ducing countries of the globe is at;
least 4,000,000,000 bushels. The yield
of 1910 was 27,000,000 bushels greater.
A poor corn crop would run near to a |
3,000,000,000 bushel yield. In 1907 the
world's corn growing countries came|
within 420,000,000 bushels of that min-
imum. The brunt of producing corn
falls very largely upon the United
States. The average production of
commercial countries for the five
yvears ending with 1910 was 3,914,000,
000 bushels. The average production
of the United Statds was 2,725,000,000,
so that the latter country produced
about 70 per cent of the world's yield.

North America including Mexico and
(Canada produces fully three-quartess
of the world’s corn production. This
vear from present prospects the Unit-
ed States may alone have a crop of
75 per cent of the world’s total. Last
vear was Argentina's turn for an enor-
mous yield. That country and Aus-
tria Hungary are about on a par as
producers, each contributing some-
thing less than 200,000.000 bushels.

Mexico belongs in the same class
witH Argentina and Austria-Hungary.
followed by Italy and Roumania with
about half as large an output. All of
these couniries are exporters whgse
-
rope. For several years Argentina
has been the leading exporter of corn,
finding the market in lean years in
such American countries as Mexico
and occasionally in the United States.

Approximately only one-third of our
own corn crop is shipped out of th'e
country in which grown. We [eed it
so largely to horses and cattle that
only when prices are high or crops
big do the sales off of the farm mmn as
high as 100.000,000 bushels, or one
bushel out of every 30 grown. Meat'
production is the American fa~mers
great corn mill. A big crop this year
of 3.000.000,000 may insure large ex-
ports. But Argentina’s arge vield
naw being barketed wil tend tn check
demand for our own coin abroal. The
lower price will insure its consump-
tion freely on the fatm.

o

STAMP-AFFIXING MACHINE.

Among some of the more notgble
oxhibits. other than American. at fh"
recent Business Efficiency exhibition
ir. LLondon was R atamp-affixing ma-
chine. This is a British invention and
mannufacture. A reel of

ctamns is placed in the stamp refain-
er which is then lo~ked. The machine |
is placed on the envelope or wrapper.
Pv the single operation of pressin<
down the lever a stamp is detached
wetted affixed. and registered. In ap
j-enran;-P it is not nnlike 2 numbering

e« that when onre the stamnps are
locked intn the machine any attemp’
at eurreptitious abstraction mutilates
the stamps. whiie the automotie regist-
ering of the stamps, the number nsed |
being alwavs visible on the indicator
is another safeguard From 4900 te
=n0n stamps can he affixed per hour
According to information re-eived.
this machine is in use in many of the
largest husiness hou:es, being em-
ploved in banks bv manufacturers.
railroad companies. etc.—onsu'ar Re-
ports,
———— A
At Woondbrooke, England, there is a
school for social service, where men
and women from all parts of the
world studv various kinds of social
work. The institution is affiliated
with Birmingham university.

Come In and see our new fountain

—it will please you—appeal to your
love of the artistic.

it's clean—not ordinarily clean—but
scrupulously clean.

You will enjoy reading the “Pledge
of Purity,” a dainty little booklet of
suggestions. It's free—just ask for it.

All glasses washed in antiseptic go-
lution. .

All straws in sealed envelopes.

' Benson, Smith &Cb.,Ltd.
Fort and Hotel Sts.

amre— - - e——
bureau for gi infy on
TREND OF GERMAN burens tor”giving information tg emi
EMIGRATION | the Argentine Republic are in fhe
. crease and that particulars about
It has been asserted that in lhe;condltkt)tn: of kl::: fIll Erazil are
first half vear of 1912 the number of! YEIY olien as or. There
emigrants both via Bremen and Ham-!| 0O doubt that the political consolida-

burg showed a considerable increase. :L"" of ‘h"“t

But it ought to he remembered thatl mfe':’"g'::tm‘:d s
emigration over German sea ports'

Joes not mean an emigration of Ger.| German emigrants.—Continen

man subjects. By far the ]amem-reapondence.
part of the emigrants embarking ai

Bremen or Hamburg are of Toreign| RELIEVE YE!! STOMACH

nationality, more especially Austro-
HHungarians or Russians. If we lonk‘

We Will Hein You Do It—Read Our
Guarantee.

«t the .figures of Germans emigrat-|
ing we find, as in the previoug years,|
rather a tendency of diminishing.!
Thus there were only 22,600 German| Dyspepsia may be tompletely eradi-
emigrants in the whole year of 1911,| cated if properly treated. We s8ll a
against 25,500 in 1910, or in other, remedy that positively guaraniee
words there was a decrease of neariy| will completely relieve indigestion or
12 per cent. The maximum of Ger-! dyspepsia, or the medicine used dur-
mmarn emigrants in the last ten years| ing the trial will cost the user noth-
was below 30,000, the minimum (in; ing. : e

1908)  about 20,0040, But even rho! This remedy has been named Rexall
maximum figure of 30,000 is by no' Dyspepsia Tablets. Certainly ne offer
neans discomforting for a country| could be more fair, and our offer

| that bas an annual increase of popu-| should be proof positive that” Rexall

lation to the tune of 910.000. As a| Dyspepsia Tablets are a dependable
matter of fact. the loss to the Ger ! remedy. . 1
man empire by emigration is nil, a.s-! Inasmuch as the medicine will cost .
‘here is numerically larger immigra-, you nothing if it does not benefit you, '
tion into the Empire. This numerical! we urge you who are suffe witi
surplus would be far greater still, if! Indigestion or dyspepsia to try' 1
‘he German Government would no:| Dyspepsia Tablets, A 25-cent box
put a brake to the immigration of|contains enough medicine for [ifteen
workmen from Russia and Galicia. days’ treatment. For chronic cases
As usual, the bulk of the German: we have two larger sizes, 50 cents and
¢migrants winds its way to the Unil-| §1.00. Remember, you can obtain Rex-
ed States. They are mostly attracted all Remedies only at our store—The
to some particular spot where they| Rexall Store. Benson, Smith & Co,
have relatives and friends; for the| Ltd., Fort and Hotel streets.
large emigration of the last century, | i
especially from 1873 to 1889 has left “Isn’t that fellow ever going to pro
the effect that there are millions of| pose?”
Germans in the United States. DBut “l guess not;
it i8 remarkable that among thel glass.”
soung people who wish to emigrate “How's that?”
from Germany, the interest in South| “The more time he gets, the
America is steadily growing. The sand he has.”

he's like an hour-

less
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